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FALL PREVIEW·06
JOURNALISM STUDENT FINDS
SUCCESS WITH MHCC AS FIRST STEP

When Erick Flores immigrated to
the United States at the age of 16,
he barely spoke English. With
persistence and a passionate desire
for an education, Flores graduated
from David Douglas High School,
earned his transfer degree at Mt.
Hood Community College and
graduated from Portland State
University with a Liberal Studies
degree in June 2006.

Flores credits the Oregon
Leadership Institute at MHCC with
helping him traverse the cultural
intricacies of higher education. It
is one way MHCC reaches out to
the Hispanic population.
“Mt. Hood Community College
opens doors
for everyone…
For all communities,
for all backgrounds,
for all classes.”

Flores enjoyed his ESL classes at
David Douglas High School, so
when his alma mater needed
an interpreter, he jumped at the
opportunity. He now works as the
school’s Multicultural Community
Liaison. Flores has come full circle
— helping students understand
they too can reap the benefits of
a college education.

Flores is a positive role model
for his students. When he talks
to students and their parents
from one of the many ethnic
populations in his district, he
“I feel MHCC helped close directs them to MHCC because
“All of the experience I gained from the gap that existed between he has first-hand knowledge of its
Mt. Hood Community College the Hispanic community and accessible staff, friendly students,
helps me help other students I education,” Flores said. Through vital multicultural opportunities
work with now,” said Flores.
the Oregon Leadership Institute, and firm educational foundation.
Flores received academic advising
and resources to learn about the “Mt. Hood Community College
history and culture of the United opens doors for everyone,” Flores
States and the Hispanic population. said, “For all communities, for all
backgrounds, for all classes.”

